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It's was a proud day for Dartmouth Park when, on the 24 September, 

the Green Flag was raised  

The Mayor of Sandwell, Cllr. Barbara Price 
and Leader of Sandwell Council, Cllr. Darren 
Cooper, joined Friends of Dartmouth Park's 
Chairman, Sue Slater, Carol Hartill, Secretary, 
and Ron Baggott, Friends' member and 
Volunteer Gardener, to raise the flag which 
celebrates the Park's success in becoming a 
Green Flag Park. Ron did the honours whilst 
the rest of us looked on. We were joined by 
some of our members, including Betty Finney, 
who has lived in the Park for over 40 years. 

The Park is looking stunning since its 
restoration and is full of families enjoying the 
new facilities. The Heritage Lottery funding, 
Sandwell Council's investment, the work of 
the Park's Department and the input of the 
Friends of Dartmouth Park have made this 
possible and given us back our much loved 
Park. 
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Sue Slater, Annette Welch and Jim King 

Express and Star 'Cash for your 

Community' Scheme   

We need your HELP. Please donate your 

Express and Star 'Cash for your 

Community' tokens to the Friends of 

Dartmouth Park. The tokens will be in the 

Express and Star each day between 24 

September and 31 October. The more 

tokens we collect the more money we will 

receive to replace benches in the Sensory 

Garden.  Please post your coupons to the 

address on Page 1 of this newsletter.  

 

Thank you for your support. 

Christmas Event 

Wednesday 16 December 2015 

The Richardson Suite at  

The Hawthorns 

Cost: £25 for members 

£27.50 for non-members 

Cost includes: 

3 Course Festive Meal 

Entertainment by   

Soul Brother Soul Sister 

Still spaces available 

Book your place at this event by sending a 

deposit of £10 per person to the address on  

Page 1 of this newsletter. 

Our Autumn Fair helps to raise money for repairs to one of the  

 musical instruments in the Sensory Garden 

This year's Autumn Fair was held in a different location in the Park and we were worried that our 
supporters wouldn't find us, but we still managed to raise over £600 towards repairs to one of the musical 
instruments in the Sensory Garden. Ronniecrackers was a great success with the children and the free 
Bouncy Castle was popular. I think we had more stalls than at previous events and I hope that all the stall-
holders had a successful day.  

The Friends would like to thank everyone who supported the event and helped us raise much needed 
funds for the Park. 

Trip to Yorkshire to visit places associated with the Dartmouths 

The Dartmouth family over the centuries have owned 
many beautiful country houses, and our first stop on 
the itinerary was Woodsome Hall, their Yorkshire 
residence, now a golf club of which the President is 
the current Earl of Dartmouth, who is also our Patron.  

We were given a warm welcome by the staff and had 
a delicious lunch in the historic dining room, which 
dates back to 1517, pre-Dartmouth ownership, when 
the owners were Arthur and Biatryx Kay. Their 
names are carved in an enormous beam over a huge 
open fireplace. The room also boasts a minstrels’ 
gallery.  
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Trip to Yorkshire continued…... 

 We then moved on to Dartmouth Park in Morley, given to the people of Morley by the 5th Earl of Dartmouth, 
who also gave West Bromwich the land for its Dartmouth Park. We were met by Ken Goor our tour guide 
and were also delighted to meet up again with Clive McManus, Archivist at Morley Community Archives. 
Clive hosted a visit by a group from the Friends of Dartmouth Park to Morley several year's ago, and 
members of Morley Community Archives have visited West Bromwich on two occasions, one of which was 
the official opening of the Park following its restoration. 

Ken, together with Clive, took us on a tour of the Park, which is much smaller than our Dartmouth Park, and 
told us of its history. Ken also talked about the first woollen mill in the country which was built by the Earl of 
Dartmouth in Morley in 1790. He also gave us some interesting information relating to the American Civil 
War - Morley produced the uniforms for both North and South. They also produced the uniforms for the Boer 
War and WW1. The mill owners became rich and powerful, financing the construction of many of the town's 
civic buildings. 

We boarded the coach and had a brief tour of Morley 
before departing for Leeds. The city has many wonderful 
buildings and Ken gave us a tour pointing out all the places 
of interest, before we left the coach to walk into the centre 
where there are some splendid Victorian shopping arcades 
and the City Varieties. Unfortunately the City Varieties had 
said at the last minute that we couldn't have a front of 
house tour because they were setting up for an evening 
performance. However, we had a splendid afternoon tea at 
the White Swan Pub, next door, which was the original City 
Varieties, before we departed for West Bromwich. 
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Dartmouth Park the destination for a great day out  

Mark Barrett, our Social Historian, has unearthed a wealth of newspapers on the internet going back over 
the centuries, and below are four examples of articles from the Walsall Advertiser, dating back to the late 
1800s, of visitors to the Park and how they enjoyed themselves. The Church Schools’ Trip took place in 
1892, the Rushall Bicycle Club outing in 1893, the Christ Church Sunday School Outing in 1898  and the 
Swimming Gala in 1902.   


